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Ward Members 
 

From: Neil Baker <nsbaker1397@gmail.com>  

Sent: 03 November 2025 17:38 

To: Governance NEDDC <Governance@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Cc: Wingerworth Parish Clerk <clerk@wingerworthparishcouncil.gov.uk>; Hayden, Joe 

<Joe.Hayden@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>; Cllr. Baker <Neil.Baker@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: Wingerworth LIdo - Environment Scrutiny Committee Consultaion 

 

Dear Councillor Caroline Smith, Chair of the NEDDC Environment Scrutiny Committee, 

  

As a local Ward member and as a Parish Councillor, I wish to make the following 

comments, as part of this consultation. 

  

I would recommend that, as the landowner of the Smithy Pond/Wingerworth L ido and the 

land around the pond itself, NEDDC (the Council) retains functional control and overall 

responsibility for the whole of the site, going forward. 

  

Given the size of the pond and the location of the dam in relation to nearby housing, the 

dam must be properly maintained and the Council has the resources to do just that.      

  

The same goes any the water inlets and outlets, not managed by the Local Water 

Authority or other stakeholders. 

  

The land formerly owned by the Parish Council and which forms part of the site, which 

was transferred to the Council in 1996 and edged red on the attached plan, is, I 

understand, subject to a covenant to maintain it as Public Open Space. That covenant 

should be maintained and nothing should be done to detract from it. 

  

To date, a lot has been made about the formation of a 'friends group' regarding the 

future of the site as a 'bio-diversity hub', but little or no detail has been provided of what 

the aims of such a group would be, what a bio-diversity hub would consist of and what 

funding arrangements would be put in place for the on-going maintenance of the pond 

and its environs.  

  

I know some people believe in minimal or intervention on land and water bodies, but I 

am afraid I cannot support that view. Without proper management, such environments 

will deteriorate. There is, of course, a wide variety of views on what constitutes good 

management. I presume that many relevant views will be submitted, for consideration, 

as part of this consultation and the committee’s review process.        

  

In my opinion, any 'friends group' which may be established should not be granted 

overall responsibility or control of the site and/or the Lido/pond, but should, instead, be 

advisory in nature. The overall responsibility should still rest with the Council.   

  

The Parish Council has a similar situation at one of its parks, where a friends group 

helps collect funds and does some voluntary work, but the overall control of the Park still 

rests with the Parish Council. 

  



Councils collect funds for Council Tax payers to maintain parks and facilities they own, 

so they can be used for and on behalf of all local residents. 

  

In addition, providing adequate on-going the insurance of the site is a very important 

consideration. The Council should not attempt to divest itself of this liability to a 'friends 

group'.  

  

Some duties in respect of pond maintenance have, in the past, been successfully 

delegated to a fishing club under the terms of its lease of the pond with the Council.  

      

So, in my view, in addition to looking after the safety of the pond and the dam etc, the 

functions of proper on-going maintenance of the grassed areas, trees, paths and other 

facilities should be retained by the Council, as it has the funds to properly deal with 

those matters. 

  

Also, being a statutory body, the Council will be in existence (in some form or other) for 

the foreseeable future to ensure the responsibilities are properly discharged, without 

exposing volunteers to the risks, I’ve touched on.     

  

With regard to fishing, it is my opinion that the LIdo/pond should be managed for the 

benefit of all. 

  

I am not an Angler and do not purport to be an expert on fishing, but given the well-

recorded benefits of fishing to health, personal well-being and the environment, I would 

wish to see the Council agree future arrangements whereby some form of fishing can be 

quickly reinstated at the Lido.  

  

For example, perhaps a certain area or areas of the pond could be designated for other 

uses, subject to more detailed discussions undertaken, as part of this review.  

  

I would like to see the Angling Trust, the Clay Cross Angling Club, local anglers  and 

representatives of wildlife groups involved in those discussions.  

  

And, in the interim, I would be pleased to support a proposal to reintegrate some form of 

temporary fishing rights at the Lido until a formal fishing lease can be negotiated and be 

completed.           

  

I trust these comments are useful. 

  

Kind regards, Cllr Neil Baker 

Wingerworth Ward Member and Chair of Wingerworth Parish Council 

   

  



 
 

  



Parish Council  
 

 
  



 
  



Clay Cross Angling Association  
 

From: Clay Cross Angling Assocation <claycrossanglingassociation@gmail.com>  

Sent: 20 November 2025 15:02 

To: Hayden, Joe <Joe.Hayden@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: Re: FW: Consultation - Wingerworth Lido 

 

I've been a Angler for 60+ years ever since my Grandfather took me from the age of 

six,  we care about the environment and all wildlife. CCAA have had the lease for more 

then 25 years and worked hard to maintain and look after the Lido with many members 

giving up their spare time with work parties, the Lido was always a  biodiversity lake and  

 fishermen are the first to notice if there is anything wrong with the health of the water 

and wildlife plus Angling is good for your mental health and to get away from work and 

stress, thousands of people go every week fishing and to stop it would a travesty for 

locals and the people of Chesterfield and Derbyshire  

 

Kind regards  

 

Bill Parkin CCAA 

 

 

  



Angling Trust  
 

Submission 1 
 

From: Martin Salter   

Sent: 20 November 2025 13:41 

To: Hayden, Joe <Joe.Hayden@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>; Cllr. Smith 

<Caroline.Smith@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Cc: Broughton, Matthew <Matthew.Broughton@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>; Cllr.Barker 

<Nigel.Barker@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>; Steve Clamp <s_clamp@hotmail.com>; 

Cllr.Pickering <Stephen.Pickering@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>; John Egarr 

<claycrossanglingassociation@gmail.com>; Bill Parkin <billindaparkin@gmail.com> 

Subject: Re: Consultation - Wingerworth Lido 

 

Hi Joe and Caroline  

 

Please find attached the Angling Trust’s formal response to your consultation. As you 

can see we have put a lot of time and effort into de-bunking the myths and proposing a 

constructive way forward with Clay Cross AA which we hope will be adopted at your 

meeting on December 8 

 

All the best  

 

Martin  

 

Martin Salter  

Head of Policy 

 

  



 
 

 



  



  



  



  



  



Submission 2 
 

From: Steve Clamp  

Date: 7 October 2025 at 17:55:19 BST 

To: "Cllr. Smith, Caroline" <Caroline.Smith@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Cc: Martin Salter, Mark Egerton   

Subject: Lido! 

  

Cllr. Smith 

 

A quick one re Environment Scrutiny Committee and Wingerworth Lido. I'm assuming 

that you will want to have gathered robust evidence before the general oral input at the 

planned public meeting scheduled for November 17th? 

 

The Earl of Harrington's Angling Club manage all of the fishing for Derby City Council 

and often lead on environmental improvement work, as they have done for example at 

Allestree Lake, a water not too dissimilar in both environment and context with 

Wingerworth Lido.  The fishing club work closely with Derby City Parks' Department 

through both Chief Parks' Officer Dave Winslow and other relevant parks officers. The 

club also work closely with a wide range of other organisations including rewilding 

groups and The Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. The Secretary of The Earl AC is Dave Parr. 

Dave is an acknowledged expert in environmental improve with a track record of 

improving water quality and fostering flora and fauna development in Derby's lakes. I 

have spoken to Dave. He is more than willing to answer questions and share his 

experiences and thoughts with your committee either face-to-face or online. Dave is one 

of life's enthusiasts. I hope you will take up Dave's offer. 

 

Regards 

 

Steve Clamp 

 

AT Lead Coach (amongst other things!) 

 

 

 

  

mailto:Caroline.Smith@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk


Submission 3 
 

From: Steve Clamp 

Sent: 10 November 2025 09:13 

To: Governance NEDDC <Governance@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: Wingerworth Lido Consulation 

 

Hi Joe et al 

 

Firstly thanks for the email and the opportunity to make a further submission. 

 

As I've sent a fair number of emails already I'll try and prioritise and summarise.  

 

1. The evidentially based case for seeing angling as integral to environmental protection 

and bio-diversity has been made by The Angling Trust - and  NEDDC has their 

powerful submissions. There is synergy between continued angling activity and 

partnership working at Smithy Pond, and council policies and desired outcomes. 

2. One specific from me that is worth repeating. In nearby Derby, The Earl of Harrington 

Angling Club successfully manages the fishing on all of the City Council's lakes, and 

on a large section of the River Derwent. This angling club has a reputation for 

effective partnership working and aquatic environmental protection and improvement. 

One example from the many I could provide. The club are currently carrying out 

improvement work on Mill Dam, a pond near the middle of the city. As well as 

removing the usual shopping trollies and other dumped items, the water quality is 

being improved and monitored, and vitally aquatic, insect friendly flora is being 

planted to enrich the environment for all wildlife. The local MP is visiting this site on 

Friday 14th to see the impact of this activity, and to hear about the wider 

environmental improvements the club has and is undertaking across her 

constituency. I have made the offer before for NEDDC officers or members to attend 

this walkabout. Just let me know though if anyone is coming! 

3. I regret deeply the public image and political damage that Wingerworth Lido/Smithy 

Pond has generated and continues to generate. I have been involved in the issue 

before it "went viral" when a former pupil who I'd taken fishing from the now closed 

Deincourt School in North Wingfield contacted me (I wasn't responsible for the 

closure of the school by the way!). Whilst not wanting to do the "I told you so" I 

indicated before any petitions and before the fishing ban/moratorium was weaponised 

, that the issue was combustible and needed to be grabbed back and dealt with 

rapidly. I never envisaged how combustible though! 

 

Hopefully The Angling Trust's robust, evidentially case for the continuation of fishing on 

Smithy Pond provides a way forward both for the promotion and development of the 

council's environmental policies, and going forward for effective news management of 

this unhealthy controversy.  

 

Again, thanks and good luck! 

 

Steve Clamp  

Angling Trust Lead Coach, Coordinator Derby Young Angler's Project 



Derbyshire Amphibian & Reptile Group  
 

 



 
  



Wingerworth Wildlife  
 

From: webmaster@wingywild.org.uk <webmaster@wingywild.org.uk>  

Sent: 23 November 2025 20:29 

To: Governance NEDDC <Governance@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: Wingerworth Lido (Smithy Pond) 

 

Please find attached papers for the Scrutiny Committee as per Joe Hayden’s email of 19 

November 2025 12:40 

 

Regards  

 

Paul Allan 

Chair - Wingerworth Wildlife 

 

  



 
  



 
 

 



 

 

  



 

  



 

  



  



 

 



  



Toad Patrol  
 

Submission 1 
 

From: jill turner <simonjill@hotmail.co.uk>  

Sent: 21 November 2025 20:19 

To: Governance NEDDC <Governance@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: Future of the Lido  

 

Dear Sir/ Madam  

 

My husband Simon Turner and I, Jill Turner of Davids Drive, Wingerworth would like to 

express our opinions and concerns regarding the future of the Lido. 

.  

 

We have organised the toad patrol under the control of DARG since 2015.  

We have noticed a dramatic decline in amphibian numbers, not only toads, but also 

frogs and smooth newts, which we believe has coincided with CCAA adding blue dye to 

the water.  

It is understood that the dye is not detrimental physically to animal life, but its effects on 

the environment has a serious impact. The dye inhibits the growth of weeds and algae 

necessary to the life cycle of amphibians and invertebrates which require these plants 

for food and shelter, a shoal of vulnerable tadpoles is literally sitting targets for predators 

when they have nowhere to hide. Toads, newts and frogs all eat plant life after they have 

hatched, and consumed their jelly egg sacks... therefore they have no food or shelter. 

The amphibians which we assist are all adults which have made their migration for many 

years back to their spawning ground. We have been so concerned over the last few 

years, that we decided to count males, females and juveniles, sadly no juveniles have 

been seen for a while now.  

I'm am attaching my results which are sent to DARG  

We also do the toad patrol at Stubbing and the numbers of toads there have steadily 

increased  

There is also a thriving population of Great Crested newts there too.  

 

The white clawed crayfish and Great Crested newts have not been seen for many years. 

This has a knock-on effect on the invertebrates which also need the pond, no water 

boatman, pond skater, diving beetles or pond snails. There also appears to be a lot of 

dead swam mussels.  

 

The Reed beds have been removed, and floating rafts which were anchored in mid water 

for the nesting birds have also mysteriously broken their moorings, and drifted into the 

edges of the pond !  

Since NEDDC took away CCAA right to manage the water we have seen an influx of bat 

species, five to be precise and dragon/damsel flies 

 

The angling club introduced large non-native carp which are indiscriminate feeders and 

will consume anything. They also produce lots of nitrates which in turn causes algae 

blooms. The pond which was once a haven for native fish has now become a carp water.  

 



We feel that the pond should be allowed to return back to its native roots, and this could 

possibly mean no fishing until it has done so. The native species of fish should be 

encouraged, with the possible removal of the large carp and pike.  The pond and the 

surrounding area should be made more family friendly and not be specifically for the use 

of one section of the community.  

 

As part of the biodiversity rejuvenation, we feel that the reed beds which are natural 

filters should be restored, this will also encourage waterfowl to return to nest. Permanent 

islands would be very beneficial and should receive the council's consideration.   

 

The anglers are shouting for the residents of Wingerworth to have their say as to 

whether fishing should be restored or not, yet we believe that most of the residents of 

the village have absolutely no idea what creatures' dwell beneath the surface of the 

water, so information boards explaining what to look for would be great.  

Maybe the area could also be used for village events such as pond dipping for the 

school children or even wild swimming.  

 

Simon and I are not against the reintroduction of coarse fishing in the future, but only 

after the water has been restored to its former glory, and possibly only from the concrete 

wall allowing the rest of the banks to return to nature.  

 

Finally, on a more personal note as part of the wildlife group that Simon and I are 

members of,  we feel that we couldn't possibly work with CCAA as the amount of bullying 

and online abuse that has been levelled at us, is unacceptable.   

I am sixty years old and have lived in Wingerworth all my life and now I feel that I dare 

not walk around the pond by myself. I am not prepared to be abused or threatened as I 

have been by certain members of the angling community.  

 

I am attaching our finding from the toad patrol  

 

With kindest regards  

 

Jill & Simon Turner  

 

  



  



  



 
 

  



Submission 2 
 

From: karlabbott@sky.com <karlabbott@sky.com>  

Sent: 22 November 2025 12:15 

To: Governance NEDDC <Governance@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: Smithy Pond - Lido, Wingerworth 

 

Good afternoon, 

 

I would like to express  opinion on the future of Wingerworth Lido. I am a member of the 

local toad patrol and have been since 2019. As such, I have seen the decline in the 

number of toads over these few years. We used to have over a thousand animals but 

this has reduced significantly to only over 100 animals this year. This we believe is due 

to the blue dye that clay cross angling club put in the water. The toads have nowhere to 

hide or to lay their spawn and this is not acceptable. We should be doing everything 

possible to protect our wildlife at this critical time. Animals have a hard enough time 

trying to adjust to our human world and to climate change without us making it even 

more difficult for them.  

I wrote to BBC Wildlife Magazine when I first started volunteering for toad patrol and 

they publishes my letter and were very impressed with the work we were doing. I wonder 

what they would think now if clay cross angling club are the priority over saving our 

wildlife.  

I want a future where wildlife can thrive, and in our country, one of the most nature 

depleted countries on Earth, this is not looking likely. However, even small changes can 

make a difference and I believe we should not renew clay cross angling club's licence to 

fish here and the area should become a wildlife friendly area. The common toad is no 

longer common. It is in decline across the uk. We can change that if we make the right 

decision.  

I hope that you will listen to my view and the views of my fellow toad patrollers and do 

the right thing. 

 

Best regards  

 

Claire Abbott  

North Wingfield  

 

  



Submission 3 
 

From: Dawn bryan <dawnbryan20@hotmail.com>  

Sent: 23 November 2025 13:21 

To: Governance NEDDC <Governance@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: Wingerworth Lido 

 

I have been asked to email my views as a member of the Smithy Pond (Lido) Toad 

Patrol. 

 

As you will no doubt be aware, the toad population at Smithy Pond has literally crashed 

in recent years.  This has coincided with the use of blue dye by Clay Cross Anglers, and 

also the physical removal of pond weed by the anglers. 

 

Toad numbers are recorded each year, and there is a very significant difference in 

population changes between Stubbing Great Pond (where numbers have increased) and 

Smithy Pond, which as previously stated has had a crash in numbers. Jill Turner who 

runs the toad patrol has submitted the numbers to NEDDC, this is factual evidence of 

the effect that the management of Smithy Pond has had on one species only. 

 

Pond weed is a vital food and habitat resource not only for toads, but also frogs, newts 

and water birds, and supports micro-organisms and insects that these larger species 

feed on. 

 

We have also recorded much lower numbers of frogs and newts over recent years, as 

we also come across these while on toad patrol. 

 

There have also been numerous instances of swans, geese and ducks being killed or 

injured by discarded fishing line, for many years. 

 

The anglers have been aware of the above concerns for many years, but have either not 

addressed them or have refused to accept responsibility for for their actions.  For 

instance they claim blue dye is not harmful, but the very fact that it prevents the growth 

of pond weed is harmful to many species. 

 

Similarly, they claim that discarded fishing equipment is the result of non members using 

the pond, however they have a bailiff who attends regularly to prevent use by non 

members, and the fact remains that fishing equipment is discarded frequently (by 

anglers, whether members or not) and injures/kills wildlife.  If angling resumes at this 

pond so will the problem of discarded/snagged equipment. 

 

I am also aware that large pike have been electrically stunned and removed from the 

Wall pond on Central Drive and relocated into Smithy Pond, this was confirmed to me 

during the process by one of the anglers who clearly did not know I was part of the toad 

patrol.  These large pike have been responsible for killing cygnets, goslings and 

ducklings over a number of years. 

 

Given the above matters, it is clear that angling on Smithy Pond, as managed by the 

Clay Cross Anglers (and I would suggest angling generally)is entirely incompatible with 



maintaining a viable toad population and will clearly result in reduced biodiversity, further 

upsetting instances of waterfowl being injured and killed, and render the pond a sterile 

fishing zone with little or no pond creatures other than mosquito larvae; and oversized 

carp and pike to be caught and photographed by grinning anglers for their social media 

pages, to be thrown back in, and to have the same thing happen the following day.  

 

Kind regards 

 

Dawn Bryan 

 

 

 

  



Institute of Fisheries Management  
 

** Email trail sent on by Angling Trust from IFM ** 

 

From: Paul Coulson 

Sent: 25 October 2025 07:16 

To: Martin Salter 

Cc: Broughton, Matthew <Matthew.Broughton@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: Re: Angling at Wingerworth- A proposal to Environmental Scrutiny 

 

Hi Martin, 

 

To the best of my knowledge, there is no evidence of any direct or indirect impacts on 

toad populations arising from angling activities, or fishery management practices.   

 

Regards 

 

Paul  

 

 

On Fri, 24 Oct 2025 at 19:26, Martin Salter wrote: 

 

Thanks Paul  

 

I’m sure that will be helpful for to Matt 

 

Just to confirm, you are not aware of any evidence of angling negatively impacted on 

toad populations? 

 

Cheers 

Martin 

 

 

Sent from my iPad 

 

 

On 24 Oct 2025, at 18:57, Paul Coulson wrote: 

  

Hi Martin, 

 

It was nice to catch up earlier and discuss the angling situation at the Lido.  

 

With regard to the use of pond dyes and their potential impacts on amphibians, I have 

been unable to find any research or records indicating deleterious effects on frogs, toads 

or newts resulting from their use. 

Pond dyes are applied to thousands of ponds and lakes each year by water managers 

seeking to control the growth and spread of submerged macrophytes and algae. Given 

the increasing restrictions on the use of aquatic herbicides, dyes remain one of the few 

available tools for managing aquatic vegetation in waters used for fisheries, wildlife or 



general amenity purposes. As you note, the application of lake dyes is a management 

technique recommended and routinely employed by the Environment Agency. It is 

therefore reasonable to assume that, were there significant ecological risks associated 

with their use, such recommendations would not be made. 

In fact, the use of darker pond dyes may offer some ecological benefits. For example, 

they can reduce avian predation on toads, as the darker water makes it more difficult for 

birds to locate their prey. 

In my view, it would be more productive for the Wildlife Trust to focus its attention on the 

impacts of other chemicals known to affect amphibians. Numerous studies across 

Europe have demonstrated negative effects of agricultural pesticides, herbicides and 

fertilisers on amphibian populations. Additionally, recent research has highlighted the 

threats posed to aquatic ecosystems, including fish and amphibians, by pollutants such 

as de-icing salts from roads, chemicals from pet flea treatments, and microplastics. 

 

I hope this is of use and please do come back to me if you would like any further 

information or references.  

 

Best wishes  

 

Paul  

 

Paul Coulson FIFM 

Chief Executive  

Institute of Fisheries Management 

 

 

  



Countryside Alliance  
 

From: Johnnie Furse <johnnie-furse@countryside-alliance.org>  

Sent: 21 November 2025 17:10 

To: Cllr. Smith <Caroline.Smith@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Cc: Fuller, Torin <Torin.Fuller@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>; Cllr.Barker <Nigel.Barker@ne-

derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: Response to consultation on the management of Wingerworth Lido from the 

Countryside Alliance 

 

Dear Councillor Smith, 

  

I am writing to you in your capacity as Chair of the Environment Scrutiny Committee, on 

behalf of Countryside Alliance members and supporters in the North East Derbyshire 

district area. 

  

Please find below a response to the following consultation: Have Your Say on the 

Management of Wingerworth Lido - North East Derbyshire District Council 

  

Our answers correspondent to the questions posed within the online consultation. You 

will appreciate that some are not applicable to a membership organisation.   

  

We would like our response to the consultation logged and considered by the 

Environment Scrutiny Committee. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 

questions.  

  

Thank you in advance. 

  

  

Response to consultation on the management of Wingerworth Lido 

  

Q1: The Countryside Alliance is a campaigning organisation that promotes and protects 

the rural way of life by representing the interests of the countryside in parliament, local 

government, the media, and on the ground. We have a significant membership across 

Derbyshire and the North East Derbyshire district and are responding to this consultation 

on their behalf.  

  

Q2: No response. 

  

Q3: No response. 

  

Q4: The lido has existed for many years as a space for local people and those afar to 

enjoy angling. It brings people to the local community and supports the adjacent pub. 

The angling community plays a vital role in ensuring the ecological health of bodies of 

water, and these conservation efforts have been proven to have a beneficial impact on 

biodiversity. 

  

Q5: "Opportunities for recreation", "Heritage and history", and "Fishing" are very 

important to our members. Angling is an important recreational activity that has been 

mailto:johnnie-furse@countryside-alliance.org
mailto:Caroline.Smith@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk
mailto:Torin.Fuller@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk
mailto:Nigel.Barker@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk
mailto:Nigel.Barker@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ne-derbyshire.gov.uk%2Fnews-and-media%2Flatest-news%2Fhave-your-say-on-the-management-of-wingerworth-lido&data=05%7C02%7CJoe.Hayden%40ne-derbyshire.gov.uk%7C0e5a47ee06dd4608776008de2b36dead%7Cbfe97ff7802840b298f4ff246e6b688a%7C0%7C0%7C638995711821075044%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9a2MXi%2B1x9UL%2BLApSwIE71uTDZdWjA2UkkHn3UhbbS8%3D&reserved=0
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shown to have significant positive impacts upon mental health and as such, has been 

promoted by the NHS as part of its growing interest in social prescribing, which an 

increasing body of research is highlighting for its beneficial impacts on health outcomes. 

Wingerworth Lido has maintained a long affiliation with angling forming part of the fabric 

of the local area, and it is important that North East Derbyshire District Council 

recognises that this heritage should be safeguarded for future generations. The ability 

for local people, particularly the younger generation, to fish recreationally at an 

affordable price, is an important opportunity for them to get outdoors and experience the 

natural world and as such, has huge benefits for the locality as well as wider society.  

  

Q6: Given that angling is currently banned at the Wingerworth Lido, the Countryside 

Alliance would like to see the council safeguard its future by permitting the activity’s 

reintroduction. The current ban has caused major detrimental effects to the wellbeing 

and enjoyment of local residents, and may cause significant ecological damage to the 

lido and its wildlife.  

  

Q7: The Countryside Alliance has major concerns about NEDDC's decision to ban 

angling at the lido. Not only did this happen without any engagement with local 

communities, causing damage to relations between locals and the council, the angling 

ban has negatively affected the wellbeing and mental health of the angling community 

and local residents, as well as presenting a major ecological threat to the lido and its 

wildlife. When the ban was originally announced, the council claimed it had done so 

because of ‘complaints’. After the Countryside Alliance queried the ‘complaints’ using 

the Freedom of Information Act, the council confirmed that of the three ‘formal 

complaints’ made over a period spanning two and a half years, none resulted in any 

sanctions or warnings to the club; as such we question how they can reasonably have 

been judged of sufficient severity to warrant banning a longstanding activity. While we 

do not wish to speculate as to the identity of the person or persons behind these 

spurious ‘complaints’, we are aware of examples elsewhere of orchestrated campaigns 

against fishing and other activities involving animal use, being driven by a small minority 

of ideologues. To the contrary, it is clear the Clay Cross Angling Club worked hard to 

maintain a healthy lido and volunteered a huge amount of time to maintaining and 

enhancing the area around the water, keeping it clean and deterring anti -social 

behaviour. We urge the council to reverse the angling ban with immediate effect. 

  

Q8: It is clear there is a large population of local people who would visit the Wingerworth 

Lido much more frequently than they currently are, if the council were to reverse its 

decision to ban angling at the lido. Angling is beneficial not only to personal wellbeing 

and mental health, but has the additional benefit of enhancing the ecological health of 

the lido. 

  

Q9: The Countryside Alliance would, once again, urge the council to immediately 

reverse its decision to ban angling at the lido. This important and longstanding 

recreational activity has provided significant benefits to anglers and the local community, 

and has also ensured that, until now, the lido has been healthy and teeming with wildlif e, 

thanks to the day-to-day work of the Clay Cross Angling Association. Reversing the ban 

would ensure a positive and healthy future both for the local community and for the lido 

itself. 

  



Q10: No response. 

  

Q11, Q12, Q13 and Q14 (demographic questions): No response as we are responding 

as an organisation. 

  

  

Thank you again. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

  

Johnnie Furse 

External Affairs Officer 

 

  

  



Representations from those expressing interest in a “Friends” 

Group 
 

Submission 1 
 

From: Jo Richardson  

Sent: 20 November 2025 11:08 

To: Governance NEDDC <Governance@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: Wingerworth Smithy pond / Lido 

 

I have been asked if I would like to make written representation to the Environmental 

scrutiny committee with regard to the Wingerworth Lido. Here are my thoughts on the 

unnecessary debarcal which has played out over this pond.   

 

I am not an angler but I am a resident  of nearly 40 yrs in Wingerworth who visits this 

location at least 5 days a week.  

 

The situation needs to be reset with fishing being reinstated at the location, preferably 

by Clay Cross Angling club who have managed the welfare of the pond for many years 

successfully whilst other actions are taken to look at how to manage the pond going 

forward. There should be a lift to the ban on fishing at Smithy pond. I am aware the 

council have said there is no ban but threatening a financial fine is by implication a ban.   

 

A full environmental survey of the pond should be undertaken to establish the wealth of 

aquatic life, fauna , flora and other wild life that are present at the pond throughout the 

year. When this has been  done and only then can a decision  be made on how to 

protect what is already there and possibly enhance it.  Any survey should take at least 

12 months. To leave the pond for this amount of time unmanaged will undoubtedly 

damage the eco system and bio diversity which already exists here.  

 

If the council decides not to take this sort of action how are they or an organisation they 

contract  manage the pond? This will be expensive. Testing the oxygen, nitrate, and 

phosphate levels, checking fish health,  making sure there are no fish are diseased , and 

finding and implementing remedies. This been done by the fishing club in the past . Has 

this not saved the council money? 

 

I am shocked that none of this was thought through before the fishing club were told to 

leave the pond and before there was a public consultation.   

 

The council have acted irresponsibly and without thought for the financial cost they will 

be incurring along with the damage to their corporate and personal reputations. There 

has also been a total disregard and lack of respect for the residents of Wingerworth and 

the district. 

 

In the light of eventually asking for the public's opinion I except the results  of the survey 

the council have set out are made public before any final decisions are made to prove 

there is at least some transparency to the decision making.  

Jo Richardson  (Mrs ) 



Submission 2 
 

From: John Matkin  

 

Hi Damien,Thanks for the reply and yes i would like to send in a representation for the 

scrutiny panel to consider via a e-mail.Also is the meeting open to the general public not 

just those who are reading out representations?..Here is my representation....Well what 

an unnecessary mess we have here which could have been avoided if the local 

residents/anglers/wildlife group etc were consulted before a decision was made and 

proper democracy served via a vote if required.This as lead to division in the community 

mainly via Facebook which isn't good for the village.I would hope you reconsider and 

allow the anglers back on the lido with a strong tenancy lease and i with the help of 

others to work alongside the bailiff to ensure  safe practice and keeping the area tidy 

and litter free.This would not effect a friends of wingerworth lido group being formed 

where we all join together to enjoy this fantastic part of the village for years to come... 

 

 

  



Submission 3 
 

From: Helen & David Boyce <hammondboyce25@gmail.com>  

Sent: 23 November 2025 21:06 

To: Governance NEDDC <Governance@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: Wingerworth Lido/ Biodiversity Hub 

 

Fao the Environment Scrutiny Committee NEDDC  

 

Dear Committee members, 

 

First of all I should like to make it clear that I feel this whole subject should be non- 

political. It is all about conserving and nurturing wildlife for the benefit of the planet and 

for future generations to appreciate. 

 

We are extremely fortunate in Wingerworth to have natural areas which benefit nature. 

In addition to parkland and woodland we are blessed with four substantial ponds - 

Stubbing, the Wall and Island Ponds and the Lido/ Smithy Pond. In a world of declining 

wildlife we have a human obligation to improve and look after biodiversity in all those 

places. 

 

I should be very grateful if you would kindly read the two items of correspondence I sent 

to NEDDC on the subject of the Lido (July 2024 and August 2025, see below). This will 

save me repeating myself too much about my interests and concerns.  

 

In summary of those letters: I have lived in Wingerworth for 53 years and I have always 

been, and still am, a keen amateur naturalist with probably a better understanding of 

British Wildlife than the average person, simply because I have pursued the subject as a 

hobby and interest, and of course spent my formative years learning about insects, 

plants, fungi, pond life etc. Indeed studying Pond Life has been one of my special 

interests. 

 

I am a member of the Derbyshire Wildlife Trust, Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire 

Entomological Society, Sorby Natural History Society, Derbyshire Amphibian and Reptile 

Group, Wingerworth Toad Watch, the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) and the National 

Trust. A few years ago I was selected as one of 60 people out of 3000 applicants to take 

part in a national slug survey over a period of 13 months for the RHS. 

 

As I have stated in my previous correspondence, my concern regarding the Lido is the 

lack of water weeds, essential algaes, marginal plants and reed beds, together with the 

observed reduction in small aquatic animal life - for example invertebrates and 

amphibians. Algaes and pond weeds are both essential food supplies and physical 

protection for many submerged creatures such as amphibians, tadpoles, fish, larvae of 

all kinds, and on the surface act as protection for newly hatched cygnets, coots, 

moorhens, ducks and other species of water birds from predators such as pike. 

 

Regular application of dye such as Dyofix suppresses photosynthesising plants and 

upsets the pond's ecosystem and balance as well as preventing oxygenation of the 

water through plant photosynthesis. I've read comments from anglers on social media 



stating that because plants use but don't produce oxygen at night it harms the fish. All 

plants respire day and night, but the effect at night of reduced oxygen levels in a pond ( 

because no photosynthesis takes place) is negligible and aquatic life adjusts to the 

changes. It is incorrect to suggest water plants should be suppressed for those reasons!  

 

Another argument members of Clay Cross Angling Association (CCAA) put forward is 

that the blue dye ( Dyofix) suppresses blue/ green algae growth. These bacterial 

'blooms' don't occur every year. They are dependant on climate, water movement, 

pollutants, lack of shade and the state of health of the pond. In a pond with a flourishing 

ecosystem and good marginal filtration, occasional  blue/ green algae is less of a threat 

and could be controlled in better, less invasive ways. 

 

In addition to aquatic plants, it is vital that marginal native plants are abundant as these 

help to reduce the amount of pollutants entering the water, particularly after heavy 

rainfall. If there is a good balance between the zoological and botanical organisms in the 

pond it will stay healthy and be able to adjust to minor changes without interference from 

humans! I must emphasise again that use of dye will have seriously upset the natural 

balance of the Lido. 

 

It is also tragic that there has been loss of bird life due to discarded fishing lines and 

hooks left in the water and I'm sure you are aware of such incidents. The people who 

attempt to rescue the birds are usually not members of the angling club and 

I'm  annoyed to read the accusations from anglers on social media that the  'rescuers' 

have caused the deaths of  birds.That is complete misinformation. What has come to 

light from these rescue attempts is the large amount of fishing line present in the pond. I 

would have thought that part of the 'management' of the Lido was to make sure waste 

fishing tackle was cleared up. 

 

There has been a huge amount of commenting about the Lido on social media recently. 

Sadly many comments from anglers and their supporters have been aggressive, rude 

and unpleasant. This whole discussion is about conserving, preserving and nurturing 

wildlife. It is not about personal gain nor about politics. 

 

I have been  disappointed to see that one of NEDDC's Councillors has 'taken sides' with 

the angling community. He maintains that he represents everybody ( and so he should) 

but blatantly supports the anglers who according to him are suffering an  'injustice'. In 

reality the injustice is being suffered by wildlife. He has made insulting comments about 

other Councillors and the NEDDC whilst wearing his Councillor's 'hat'. This kind of 

attitude has not been helping the true aim of the operation - to give wildlife a chance to 

increase and thrive.  

 

CCAA is adamant that it has managed the pond well and that anglers are in a good, if 

not better, position than most to look after the pond's biodiversity. I would agree that this 

ought to be possible and may be true for many fishing sites. However, representatives of 

this local club don't appear to fully understand what biodiversity really means, judging by 

their comments on social media. If they did understand it, they wouldn't have used the 

blue dye year after year, creating a 'barren' pond. 

 

 



One thing that really puzzles me is the letter posted on social media by  Dominic Webb, 

regarding an investigation by PC Daniel Tomlinson regarding the Dyofix (date not 

visible). PC Tomlinson claims to have carried out a thorough investigation, over a two 

month period, conversing and meeting with experts from the  'Environment Agency, 

Local and National Wildlife Organisations, NEDDC, Ecologists and the manufacturer of 

Dyo-Fix to name just a few'. He states 'Extensive Ecological surveys on Wingerworth 

Lido have been completed and results show that it is NOT a protected Great Crested 

Newt habitat'.  He goes on to say he had visited the Lido on numerous occasions during 

the investigative period ( presumably he means the two months) and he  'observed an 

abundance of happy and healthy wildlife'. 

 

I should like to be enlightened as to who these experts, ecologists and wildlife 

organisations actually are and to see their own reports. I find it impossible to believe that 

an extensive ecological investigation could be carried out in a mere eight weeks. There 

is no way of knowing from the letter what time of year the investigation was carried out. 

With regard to Great Crested Newts, they were definitely at the Lido -  I used to find 

them in my garden on Deerpark Crescent. 

 

In another statement by Dominic Webb ( on social media) he claims that the police 

investigation was ' year-long' and cost £11,000. If that is the case, I think your committee 

should request to see the details and costing of the said investigation. Was this the 

same as the two month investigation? 

 

Regarding the non- renewal of the angling lease by NEDDC I do not believe there was a 

desire to do anything underhand, but purely to carry out its legal obligation to improve 

the eco system of the Lido. It is to be hoped the anglers will realise the Council's 

intentions are altruistic and agree to give the pond chance to recover.  

 

In summary: 

 

The Lido has a damaged eco system and needs to be allowed to recover. 

 

CCAA has mismanaged the Lido by overuse of blue dye, whether intentional or 

accidental, and has failed to maintain adequate marginal plants and reed beds. By 

allowing waste fishing tackle to remain in the water there have been injuries to water 

birds, sometimes causing their death. 

 

I urge the Committee to act in favour of wildlife as soon as possible and suspend angling 

until expert ecologists give the all clear. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

 

Helen Boyce ( Mrs) 

 

 

 

  



  



 

  



Helen & Davi________________d Boyce < > 
 

Mon 

18 

Aug, 

09:2

2  

  

Dear Damien,   

 

I'm writing to thank you for your decision to turn Wingerworth Lido into a wildlife safe 

space. I expect you've seen all the adverse, angry comments made on social media by 

anglers. Sadly, there is no point in " discussing"  the matter with such people online 

because of the abusive and insulting replies they make to people like myself.   

 

If you look back in your records you'll see that I wrote to you a while ago about my 

concerns for wildlife at the Lido so I won't repeat myself here! In short, I used to live on 

Deerpark Crescent in the 1970s, backing onto the Lido. In fact it was my first house and 

its situation was the reason we chose it. I've always been a keen amateur naturalist and 

the Lido was teeming with "nature" back then, including great crested newts ( I 

personally saw some). 

 

My own opinion is that the angling club have interfered with the balance of wildlife at the 

Lido in several ways. By using Dyofix ( or similar) to control algae, they have also 

controlled natural oxygenating plants. Loss of these and algae has removed food 

sources and protective cover for many creatures. There is of course a complicated 

interaction between all types of wildlife when major changes are made - water creatures, 

insects, birdlife, bats etc as I expect your specialists have explained. It's extremely 

annoying to have to read the arrogant comments from some anglers implying that they 

are the only ones who know about wildlife, but are also protecting it! No they are  not! 

They have changed the chemistry of the water and they've introduced many non-native 

species of fish which are voracious omnivores.  The dye should not have been used as 

there is a flow of water through the Lido leading to the Tricket Brook lower down. 

 

Incidentally, I don't have any objection to angling as long as it's done without tampering 

with the natural state. They used to control excess weed by pulling some out and 

allowing creatures to return to the water. Obviously, some maintenance is required but 

not in the fashion of the recent angling club! 

 

I and my husband will be delighted to join the community group you have suggested.We 

are members of Wingerworth Wildlife Group and although we are small in number, there 

are some very knowledgeable people amongst us. I don't include myself as one of those, 

but I do have contacts through the Sorby Society ( a longstanding natural history society 

based in Sheffield and covering parts of Derbyshire) whose members include those with 

expertise in many aspects of wildlife, including pond rewilding. 

Please do contact me if you'd like further information. 



 

I do hope you will remain steadfast in your decision. 

Again, many thanks for what you are doing. 

 

Kind regards,   Helen Boyce  

 

 

  



Submission 4 
 

From: David Boyce <boycedc44@gmail.com>  

Sent: 23 November 2025 20:37 

To: Governance NEDDC <Governance@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: Wingerworth Lido written submission 

 

F.A.O. Members of the ENVIRONMENT SCRUTINY COMMITTEE  

 

 I have attached my document. 

 

Page1 consists of my letter of 18/7/2024 to the Estates Dept. about my concerns about 

the State of the LIDO. 

 

Pages 2 - 4 are about my continuing concerns, some suggestions about the progress 

towards a bio-diversity hub, together with criticisms of Clay Cross Angling Association 

and their allies.   

 

David Boyce 

 

  



  25 Rectory Drive 

 Wingerworth 

 S42 6RU 

 

To the Estates Officer 

NEDDC 

 

SERIOUS CONCERN OVER THE STATE OF WINGERWORTH LIDO 

 

The distressing incidents involving the deaths by swallowing fishing hooks of two of the remaining 

three cygnets from the initial brood of six was just the tip of the iceberg in terms of the environmental 

damage that has been done to the LIDO in recent years. 

 

In 2020 during the pandemic we started doing frequent daily walks there and we were impressed by 

the abundance of birdlife there.  There must have been about 10 breeding pairs of mallards, several 

pairs of coots and moorhens as well as the pair of swans with their cygnets. Most of the young ones 

survived until the end of the season. 

 

Over the last 4 years there has been an annual decline in waterbird numbers to this year when there 

have been no young birds surviving except the 1 cygnet. 

 

During the same period the pond vegetation of reeds, water weeds, algae and water lilies has all gone 

except the water lilies which have become profuse. 

These reeds, algae and water weeds are sources of shelter and food for young birds and amphibians 

which have all declined too. 

 

Since 2019, the fishing rights on the LIDO have been leased to the CCAA (Clay Cross Angling 

Association) and in this period it has been changed from a lake with a wide diversity of plant, bird and 

aquatic life into a carp-fishing pond. They fish for huge carp (which are a non-native species and have 

been added to the water ) and some pike which are also culprits in taking young chicks, mainly 

because the LIDO is now sterile and has no natural plant based shelter from predators. 

 

The CCAA has also been adding blue DYOFIX dye which blocks light reaching algae thus killing it. 

It also kills the subsurface weeds. 

 

Legalities. 

I am under the impression that the fishing licence prohibits the addition of any material to the LIDO, 

in which case the CCAA are in serious breach.. 

 

DYOFIX is not allowed to be used in water which feeds into natural water courses. The LIDO feeds 

into Trickett Brook. 

 

I am not an angler myself, but I have no anti-angling agenda.  However I feel that it is time that the 

CCAA be brought in line with their responsibilities and made to undo the damage (it will be a long 

process) or to relinquish their fishing rights. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

 

David Boyce 

  



Response to the request for written submissions by 23/11/24 about Wingerworth Lido re-wilding 

 

23/11/25 

 

To NEDDC - Members of the Environment Scrutiny Committee 

 

I wish to give my response as a follow up to my letter of 18/7/24 (see above). 

 

The situation in the Lido with plant life remains as at last year. There have been no reeds, marginals, 

water-weed or algae throughout this year in the main part of the lake. The NW and NE corners show 

very small areas of reeds. 

Compare this with the 2 ponds in Allendale Park approximately 500m away, where these are 

surrounded by flourishing varieties of reeds and marginals. (All algae and most waterweed has now 

disappeared because of the season.) The waters contain various types of fish and other aquatic life and 

there are numerous waterfowl. Even the swans and their cygnets have moved to here from the Lido. 

 

It is in beautiful surroundings, tree lined on its North and West boundaries. It was a bright blue which 

has now disappeared because I do not think that CCAA added as much, or even any, blue dye this 

year. It is still an excellent place for relaxation, dog walking or just gentle exercise. 

 

THE LIDO HAS BEEN TRANSFORMED INTO A LARGE STERILE FISHING POND. 

CCAA has put large numbers of a very large carp species whose food supply is fish food fed to them 

by the club, as there is no natural vegetation other than a dominant water-lily bed, and this is not a 

food plant. 

The Carp and some pike are the over dominant species although there may still be some much smaller 

species of coarse fish surviving. 

 

THE LAKE CANNOT BE RE-WILDED UNTIL ALL OF THESE CARP AND SOME PIKE ARE 

REMOVED AND RE-LOCATED. 

If not, any attempt to add any weed or algae (both fundamental for food and shelter for the young of 

all aquatic life) will be devoured by these voracious omnivores. 

Any new wildlife introduced would meet the same fate. 

 

THERE CAN BE NO RESUMPTION OF FISHING RIGHTS UNTIL THE POND HAS BEEN 

TRANSFORMED FULLY INTO ITS NEW BIO-DIVERSE ROLE 

Any resumption of rights now would be “kicking the can down the road” and would delay the whole 

project. 

The introduction of fish fry would be one of the last stages in the project and numbers would then 

need to stabilise. It may be 4/5 years or more before any fishing would be meaningful. 

Even then, there will need to be a restrictive covenant reached with any fishing club about water 

management to stop a similar situation arising in future. 

 

UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD CCAA BE GIVEN ANY NEW LEASE. 

I know that in Dec. ‘24, CCAA was sent a notice of cessation of lease, expiring 30/6/25. 

They apparently acknowledged this in January ‘25. 

They seemed to be accepting this very quietly until 30th June. (I have no idea over any exchanges of 

views with NEDDC via letters, emails, texts or phone calls or meetings) 

They voluntarily gave up their lease with Wingerworth PC for fishing the Wall Pond in January ‘25. 

 

 

 



From the start of July, they then started a tirade of abuse towards the Council, one councillor in 

particular being blamed for it. (He is the very committed green councillor with 1 vote in a council of 

54? members) This abuse was very personal, mostly false accusations. 

This is now being partly re-directed towards councillor Barker with various insults, including being a 

liar, which I do not believe. 

 

Various members of Wingerworth Wildlife Group have had exchanges of views with members of 

CCAA members.   

When the anglers are faced with scientific facts about Blue Dye, prevention of photosynthesis and 

oxygen, food chains and bio-diversity they usually try to give themselves excuses by describing it as 

twaddle or lies and becoming very abusive to the authors.  (look at Wingerworth Village facebook 

page if you need any evidence) 

 

Throughout this period, they have made a series of claims about the benefits of angling including; 

 

It’s good for anglers’ mental health 

Maybe it is, but it would be better for non-anglers mental health to see more diverse plants, flowers 

and insects, butterflies and dragonflies and birds. 

 

We do the maintenance and Without us, it would become an overgrown swamp 

What maintenance?  NEDDC surely do all the mowing, tree care and dam wall/culvert work. 

What do anglers do other than add blue dye (saves weeding), introduce unsuitable fish types and then 

have to pump air to oxygenate the water instead of using algae and weed to do this. 

 

Ecologically balanced ponds are largely self balancing, only needing intervention at times to control 

any over-dominant plants or aquatic life. 

 

We manage the pond well and it is already bio-diverse 

They are deluding themselves if they really believe that. 

They have managed to convert the largely natural lake they took over, into a large fishing pond with 

absolutely no bio-diversity. 

 

 

More recently (before and since the extraordinary council meeting), they seem to have sought help 

from national organisations to help their campaign with a series of exaggerated claims, half truths and 

downright lies 

 

1 Asking The Angling Community for support.  They apparently gained 5000 online supporters 

(Nationwide) for a petition to reinstate angling here. They used this figure as being an overwhelming 

majority in their favour. 

 

2  The CA (Countryside Alliance) whose national spokesman secured a so called interview on GB 

News, who managed to put CCAA’s claims about unfairness and ignoring public opinion from this 

Labour council’s attitude. (it could only be GB News) 

 

3 A fish has died because of lack of oxygen. 

I believe a fish had died, but I have no idea of the cause. Age, disease, lack of oxygen or food? 

This appeared in the Daily Express a few days later with 3 different photos (probably of the same fish) 

with the implication of several deaths. Obviously they took advantage of the opportunity to blame 

NEDDC for banning fishing. 

 

 

 



The Extraordinary Council Meeting 

I was one of the minority of observers there who was silent throughout it, and was disgusted by the 

conduct of most of the others who were there in force from the angling community.  Their attitude was 

at least intimidating and at times seemed to be almost threatening violence. 

One councillor’s behaviour was totally unacceptable, referring to professional opinions as rubbish, 

referring to other councillors in derogatory terms and seemed to be playing to the gallery by his 

actions. 

 

The way forward 

The proposed Friends group would seem to be a very good idea. 

I would be very willing to join it, although my physical input may not be much. 

Its proposed name FOWL needs to be altered as it could so easily be called the FOUL group. 

 

I have already put forward my ideas of what stages of the work will need to take place (via the survey) 

 

 

 

Faithfully yours, 

 

 

David Boyce 

 

  



Other Representations  
 

Submission 1 
 

From: Roxanne Kapranos 

Date: 24 September 2025 at 09:47:40 BST 

To: "Cllr. Adlington-Stringer" <Frank.Adlington-Stringer@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>, "Cllr. 

Antcliff" <Pat.Antcliff@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>, "Cllr. Baker" <Neil.Baker@ne-

derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: Smithy Pond Biodiversity Hub – Resident Support Ahead of Tonight’s 

Meeting 

  

Dear Councillors, 

 

I am writing to express my support for the transformation of Smithy Pond into a 

biodiversity hub, a project that holds immense promise for our village’s ecosystem and 

community. Unfortunately, I am unable to attend tonight’s meeting due to business 

commitments in London, but I feel strongly that my voice, and those of other residents, 

must still be heard. 

 

It has come to my attention that a vocal minority of anglers, many of whom are not 

residents of our village, are opposing this initiative. Their aggressive tactics including 

mobilizing non-local support and dominating online discussions are drowning out the 

voices of actual residents who support this project. Many locals have expressed fear or 

reluctance to speak up, citing the intimidating behaviour and tactics of Ross Shipman's 

supporters and anglers from outside of this area. This is deeply troubling and 

undermines the democratic process. 

 

I urge the Council to prioritise the views of local council taxpayers and residents, and to 

ensure that decisions reflect the long-term interests of our community, not the loudest 

external voices. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

Sincerely, 

Roxanne 

 

  

mailto:Frank.Adlington-Stringer@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk
mailto:Pat.Antcliff@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk
mailto:Neil.Baker@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk
mailto:Neil.Baker@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk


Submission 2 
 

From: John Gascoigne 

Date: 23 May 2025 at 20:49:40 BST 

To: "Cllr. Adlington-Stringer" <Frank.Adlington-Stringer@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: A Rare tree 

  

            Dear Frank, You may be interested that I noticed today what is classed as a rare 

tree/shrub, today here in Wingerworth. I think there are two in full flower beside Smithy 

Pond about 30 yards from the pub car park. They are  called Populus nigra or wild Black 

Popular. Apparently there are only about  600 are female trees left now in Britain. I 

hope I am correct about this as I am not an expert.  Derbyshire Wildlife Trust may 

be interested perhaps. 

 

 

 

  

mailto:Frank.Adlington-Stringer@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk


Submission 3 
 

From: peter bates 

Sent: 13 November 2025 17:35 

To: Governance NEDDC <Governance@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: Fishing at Wingwoth 

 

Hello my name is Peter Bates and I am Secretary of St Chad s Fishing Club Draycott 

Derbys. 

 

St Chads Water is  Draycott local Nature reserve and is owned by Draycott Parish 

Council covering around 10 acres. 

 

The Parish Council and fishing club work really well together we the fishing club are 

responsible for all matters concerning the fishing rights and allocation of permits,  as 

well on behalf of the Draycott Parish Council for weekly litter picks and emptying the 7 

litter bins for weekly council collection. Ensuring the LNR is always kept tidy and free of 

any obstacles that could harm the wildlife. 

 

I think we are a brilliant example of how a fishing club can work with a local council to 

create a beautiful friendly Local Nature Reserve for everyone to enjoy.  

I would be happy to show anyone around if it would help you support fishing at 

Wingworth. 

 

Regards 

Peter Bates 

 

 

 

  



Submission 4 
 

From: Dominic Webb <dominic@tb.fish>  

Sent: 22 November 2025 21:48 

To: Cllr. Smith <Caroline.Smith@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Cc: Cllr. Adlington-Stringer <Frank.Adlington-Stringer@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>; 

Sternberg, Sarah <Sarah.Sternberg@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>; Smith, Andrew 

<Andrew.Smith@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>; Broughton, Matthew <Matthew.Broughton@ne-

derbyshire.gov.uk>; Fuller, Torin <Torin.Fuller@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>; Cllr. Beech 

<Richard.Beech@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>; Cllr. Clegg <Kathy.Clegg@ne-

derbyshire.gov.uk>; Cllr. Dale <Alex.Dale@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>; Cllr.Deighton 

<Lillian.Deighton@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>; Cllr.Lacey <Tony.Lacey@ne-

derbyshire.gov.uk>; Cllr. Petersen <Fran.Petersen@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>; 

Cllr.Renwick <Carolyn.Renwick@ne-derbyshire.gov.uk>; Martin Salter 

<martinreadingwest@googlemail.com>; mo-metfisher@countryside-alliance.org; Jon 

Cooper <jon.cooper@nationalworld.com>; Cllr.Barker <Nigel.Barker@ne-

derbyshire.gov.uk> 

Subject: Wingerworth Lido review submission. 

 

Dear Cllr Smith, 

 

Please find attached our companies submission (with recommendations) to your 

Environmental Scrutiny committees ongoing review into the future use and previous 

decisions taken in respect of Wingerworth Lido. 

 

Enclosed with the letter are three attachments. 

 

NB: Appendix A is very large (183 pages, at approx 65MB, collated) so I have uploaded 

it to our public shared drive for convenience, but obviously it should be read in 

conjunction with our submission attached.  

 

Appendix A: https://drive.proton.me/urls/JT6GTGXRN4#bqnQN9lyAyn5 

 

If you or any of your committee have any questions I will be pleased to answer them at 

your earliest convenience. We look forward to reviewing your committee's 

recommendation to the councils Asset Management Board and follow the review process 

with great interest as it informs what is now part of a wider national debate on the loss of 

public access to publicly owned water assets. 

 

 

Faithfully, 

 

Dominic Webb 

CEO 

The Bigger Fish 
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Enclosure 2 
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