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Purpose of the Report 
 

 The report provides details of the High Speed Two Phase 2b route refinement 
consultation and the property consultation.  It also and sets out proposals for a 
response to the consultation.   

 
1 Report Details 
 
1.1 In November 2016 the Government published its preferred route for Phase 2b of 

HS2.  Alongside this announcement consultation was launched in the form of Route 
Refinement Consultation and Property Consultation.  Whilst the proposed route 
refinement varies the previous route of HS2 through the district there remains a 
significant impact on property, businesses and local communities.  

 
1.2 Since the announcement of the proposed changes to the route there has been 

ongoing dialogue with HS2 with the Leader of the Council writing directly to Sir 
David Higgins to express concern about the impact.  Additionally the Chief 
Executive has met with the HS2 Consultation Team and Sir David Higgins to talk 
through the impact of the route, how best the Council can influence Government’s 
proposals and what opportunities are available to mitigate the significant impact on 
communities and businesses. 

 
1.3 Details of the Route Refinement Consultation and Property Consultation documents 

are available at the following link.  The consultation ends on 9th March and for each 
element of the consultation a response form has been provided.  Copies of the 
response form are also available from the link. 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/hs2-crewe-to-manchester-west-
midlands-to-leeds-route-refinement-consultation-2016 
 

1.4 Following the announcement of the proposed route refinement work has been 
undertaken to determine the level and nature of the impact on the district from a 
property, land and business rate perspective.  This information was used as part of 
the ongoing dialogue with HS2 and Sir David Higgins in order to demonstrate the 
significant impact on the district and the need to mitigate this.  The initial 
assessments of the impact has also informed the ongoing dialogue with the County 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/hs2-crewe-to-manchester-west-midlands-to-leeds-route-refinement-consultation-2016
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Council and other Local Authorities from the area that are affected by the proposals.  
It is intended that this dialogue will continue in order that it can form part of the 
Council’s formal response to the consultation. 

 
1.5 The consultation documents as previously referred to is available to the public and 

businesses in order that they can respond.  Details of the consultation have been 
published on the District Council’s website since the Government announced the 
proposed new route.   

 
1.6 In addition to the dialogue with HS2 the Council’s Leader has also made 

representations regarding the potential Staveley Depot for HS2.  This dialogue has 
focused on the need to ensure that the opportunities for the district are maximised 
through the provision of a college for local people to enable access to employment 
opportunities arising from HS2.  This dialogue is ongoing and the Leader of the 
Council and the Chief Executive continue to attend the HS2 Staveley Depot Board 
which is a group comprising of appropriate agencies focussing on the dialogue with 
HS2 on the proposals for the Staveley Depot. 

 
1.7 In summary the route refinement consultation document sets out details of the 

changes to the route as a result of the feedback from the 2013 consultation and 
ongoing engagement with local communities and stakeholders.  The document sets 
out the consultation on seven substantial changes which introduce new or different 
impacts on people, the environment or property.  Of these seven route refinements 
outlined the one most relevant to this area is the Derbyshire to West Yorkshire 
(M18/Eastern Route).  These proposals move the alignment of the route from 
Derbyshire to West Yorkshire over seventy kilometres to reflect a change in the 
proposals for serving Sheffield.  In summary the consultation document states that 
the new proposed route follows the M1 and then the M18.   

 
1.8 Additionally, the consultation document also sets out how the proposed route can 

serve Sheffield City Centre and Chesterfield with a spur line.   This would link into 
the existing rail network south of Chesterfield by joining the existing line near Clay 
Cross.  It is proposed that this spur line will cross the M1 from east to west just after 
Junction 28 of the M1 and will then travel through Blackwell and Newton meeting 
the existing line near Stonebroom where it will then travel on into Chesterfield.  A 
copy of the map setting out the spur route and the main route and the proposals for 
the line to the Staveley Depot can be viewed at the following link: 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hs2-staveley-infrastructure-
maintenance-depot 
 

1.9 As previously indicated the route refinement consultation document provides a 
response form with nine set questions.  The property consultation document also 
sets out a response form which provides set questions regarding the plans to 
provide assistance to affected communities and businesses.  Details of the 
assistance schemes are summarised in the property consultation document which 
sets out the property compensation and discretionary assistance schemes in line 
with a properties proximity to the line of route.   
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2 Conclusions and Reasons for Recommendation  
 
2.1 As the consultation closes on the 9th March 2017 this report sets out proposals for 

the Cabinet to respond.  Cabinet is asked to consider the information contained 
within the report and also any representations made during the consultation period 
to the Council.  Cabinet are also asked to note that the consultation process 
enables the public and businesses to submit responses directly to HS2 in order that 
all views are considered.   

 
3 Consultation and Equality Impact 
 
3.1 As Cabinet is asked to consider the process for determining a response to the 

consultation there are no direct equality implications arising from this report. 
 
4 Alternative Options and Reasons for Rejection 
 
4.1 The District Council could chose not to respond to the consultation however this 

would limit its ability to influence the proposals and ensure that  Government were 
aware of the impact and opportunities HS2 presented for our local communities and 
businesses.   

 
5 Implications 
 
5.1 Finance and Risk Implications 
 
5.1.1 Financial implications for the District Council have been discussed directly with HS2 

and Sir David Higgins.  The proposed route refinement will impact on the Council if 
it affects income through the loss of business rates and council tax within the 
District.  As the route refinement is at this stage a proposal it is difficult to gauge the 
true financial impact.  This difficultly is compounded by the fact that it is not yet clear 
what choices residents or businesses may make as a consequence of the impact 
and how this will equate to the actual loss of income.   

 
5.1.2 The ongoing dialogue with HS2 is being used to determine a more accurate 

assessment of financial impact.  Additionally the Chief Executive has highlighted the 
need for Government to consider how the impact on local businesses and 
communities could be mitigated through the provision of additional resources 
particularly in relation to economic growth.   This dialogue will continue so that 
opportunities arising as a consequence of the proposed route are maximised to 
offset the negative impact should the proposed new route remain unchanged.  It is 
important that this dialogue forms part of the ongoing delivery of the Council’s 
growth agenda in order that the best case is made to Government to demonstrate 
the need to maximise the economic benefits of the proposals. 

 
5.1.3 In addition to the direct financial consequences to the Council representations have 

been made to HS2 about the effect of the proposals on the ability to manage 
development.  Uncertainty on the route and its impact does not assist with strategic 
spatial planning for the area.  Consequently this impacts on developer and 
community confidence and has a negative effect on the Council’s ability to shape 
and influence future development.    

 
  



5.2 Legal Implications including Data Protection 
 
5.2.1 None arising directly from this report. 
 
5.3 Human Resources Implications 
 
5.3.1  None arising directly from this report. 
 
6 Recommendations 
 
6.1 That Cabinet requests that the Chief Executive in consultation with the Leader 

finalise the Councils response to the HS2 consultation in order that it may be 
submitted by 9 March 2017. 

 
7 Decision Information 
 

Is the decision a Key Decision? 
(A Key Decision is an executive decision which 
results in income or expenditure to the Council of 
£50,000 or more or which has a significant 
impact on two or more District wards)  
 

No 

Is the decision subject to Call-In? 
(Only Key Decisions are subject to Call-In)  
 

No  

District Wards Affected 
 

 

Links to Corporate Plan priorities or Policy 
Framework 
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